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“Stefanik’s death in the version is due to a Freemasons’ plot and a conspiracy of Czech atheists against Slovak Catholics or a collusion of Socialists or even Bolsheviks.”
“The reason in both cases was similar: to thwart the rule of Catholic powers in Danubian Europe.”
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“Stefanik allegedly viewed Catholicism as a counterweight to the Socialist and Masonic tendencies of Benes, who at the time labelled Stefanik as a threat to their plans”
“Peter Podolsky expressed the hypothesis that Stefanik was disgusted by the destructive activities of the Freemasons, so he wanted to dissolve all their societies in the newly established Czechoslovakia. Benes learned of this so he had Stefanik’s airplane shot down. Podosky clearly drew on Rudinsky, when he said, ‘Reportedly, the order to order to liquidate Stefanik came from the same lodge that ordered the murder of Franz Ferdinand’”
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the Slovak version do not agree on the causes.™ Stefinik's death n this version is
due to 4 Freemasons” plot and a conspiracy of Caech atheists against Slovak.
Catholics o the collusion of ocialists oreven Bolsheviks.

From the time of the Second World War,a Caech journalis, Ferdinand Zdhradia,
accused the Freemasons of Stenik’s death without cven mentioning. their
motive:™ In the same period, another Czech author, Jan Rys,in a book with the
disincivetitle of Zdoedifstvi-metla vita (udeomasanisin—Broom of the World)
compared Stefinik's death to the assassnation attempt on Alas R
Yagoslav King Alexander 1 pointing out that allthee stood aganst the left and the
Bolshewik tendencies of the Freemasons, which was the reason they were
targeted ™

The Catholic priest and journalist Jozef F. Rudinsky at first critcsed the
behaviour of Crech atheists in Slovakia n 1919 and subsequently stated that the
allged assasination of Stefinik was plotted in Prague, However, at that time,
Benes was not sufficiently powerful to organise and carry out such a plot
According to Rudinsky's sources, the Masonic lodge that decded to murder
Stk wasals responsiblefor the assasination of the successor to the Austia
Hungarian throne, Franz Ferdinand, in Sarajevo. The reason in both cases was
similars to thwart the rule of Catholic powers in Danubian Europe. Rudinsky
underlned Stefinik's contacts with the Vatican and his rlations with the lalian
elte through his fancé Benzoni. Stefinik allegedly viewed Catholcism as 3
‘counterweight o the Socialst and Masonic tendencies of Benes, who at that time
Iabelled Sefink a a threat o their plans

Peter Podolskj expressed the hypothesis that Stefinik ws disgusted by the
destructive activtis of the Freemasons,so he wanted to disolve al thei societes
in the newly established Crechoslovakia. BeneS learned of this, and so he had
Sefinik's airplae shot down” Podolsk clealy drew on Rudinsky, when he said,
“Reportedly, the oder to liguidte tcfinik came from the same lodae tht ondred the
murderof ranz Ferdinand” " In this way,  vicious cycle of ks and references was
created tha confrm and reproduce ne another.

Likewise,Caech enemies o th second President f Czechoslovakia-—Benes-used
StfiniK's death as 2 weapon in theie politcal struggle against him. They mainly
emphasized his dishonest practces; owever,the Slovak question i absent n these
ypotheses. According to some daily newspapers, Prime Minister Antonin Svehla
entrusted Gajda with the investigation of Stefiniks death, which thanks to the
Htalian records uncovered a plot organised by the Castle " especially BeneS and
Masaryk. Allgedly, when these two individuals learned of the nvestigation, they
immediately halted it and th resltsofth inestigaton could o be published -

In the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia in 1942 Coech facists fled 3

and on
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