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Tomas Bata’s violin?

"My work has only one purpose: to serve the life. I admire life.
I love life. I would like to live ten more lives without a change in
any conditions. I would like to have ten sons. Not in order to
divide my possessions among them but in order to teach them to
live and work. Now I have thousands...the best among my sons
will receive my violin. Not to play on it for himself
but for others.”                                   - Tomas Bata

Source: A. Cekota. Bata – ideas, deeds, life and work. Prague 1929”, page 267-8.
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Small and great men
A great Zlin may be built by great people.

How do we know great people from small people?
-  A small man thinks during his work only of
himself. He only works as much as is essential to
procure the food to fill his stomach.
-  A man who thinks of his family is a man of
medium size.
- A great man is one who works so hard that his
work brings benefit to others, his neighbors, and
perhaps the whole state.
                                                                 Tomas Bata
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Confidence and loyalty
May 1, 1934 - I am standing on this place because after the
death of the founder of our work his and your confidence
put into my hands the responsibility for this great work of
humanity in which we are working. I thank you for the
confidence and loyalty which you have promised through
the chairman of the workers’ Council. I need it to render
my services appropriately to the enterprise - to you.
Behind me there is a year of rough work, a year of
successful work.                            Jan A. Bata
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With the depression nearing, Tomas Bata
dismisses thousands of employees

The New York Times, 
April 29, 1932

Just before the beginning of the
the worldwide depression, and
less than two months before 
his tragic death, Tomas Bata 
dismissed a large number of 
employees, a workforce 
reduction of thousands of  
people.Bata stated that tariffs 
and import restrictions closed off
foreign markets. Tomas Bata
took responsibility remarking: 
“That is my fault, but all 
men make mistakes.”
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Bata expands amid world-wide
financial crash

“Jan Bata had done more than
just stand by the works for one
year. Battling with amazing vigor
against Depression, he had
actually increased the Bata force
of working partners and had
expanded the company’s outlets
throughout the entire Far East.”

“Last week at the exact moment
of the crash, the House of Bata’s
25,000 working partners
gathered not to mourn, but to
dedicate.”

Time Magazine Foreign News, 
July 24, 1933
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Our country, little and poor is surrounded by hardness of rocks, does not have
rivers or seas, which would help us to give livelihood to our numerous
inhabitants.

And yet, we have a new sea. An ocean of air above us. It is enormous wealth,
awaiting until we reach after it. We need people who will become our air
captains. We need all of you to become pioneers of the air.      Jan A. Bata

Comments on aviation
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Jan Bata Envisions Great State

Jan Bata proposed and began this 
highway project but it is still not complete.
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1933

"Jan A. Bata commissioned the Swiss architect Le Corbusier to design a master plan
for the development zone along the Drevnice River from Zlin to Otrokovice that
would accommodate future urban growth."
Source: The new vision for the new  architecture: Czechoslovakia, 2006

Batov, the first Bata city
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Building the Bata Canal
Lidove Noviny, Brno, October 1933

“Building the ship-canal between Batov and Zlin, which in 
the future will effect communication with the waterway of the 
river Danube and thus afford an outlet to the Black sea.”

The Bata Canal was built on the orders of Jan A. Bata between 1934-1938, in
order to transport lignite from a mine near Rohatec to a power plant at
Otrokovice, a spanning a distance of more than 50 km from the Czech Republic
to Slovakia.
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In Tomas’ era, up until 1931, Bata
had only two small manufacturing
plants outside of Czechoslovakia:
India (rented test factory, 70
people) and Yugoslavia, 120
people).

During Jan’s era, by 1939, the total
international manufacturing for
Bata increases by more than
80 factories producing Leather
Shoes, Rubber Shoes, Hosiery,
Tiles, Plastic, etc.

Also, from the period 1931 to
1938, twenty (20) Bata cities were
created in Europe, Asia, the
Americas and Oceania.

Bata international expansion
All of the following manufacturing facilities listed below
were created after July 12, 1932 to Dec. 31, 1940.
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Bata world-wide employment

Employment figures:

                       Tomas  Jan
                       1931     1942    Increase
Czech Republic  15,770    38,600          244%
Slovakia                  250    12,300          4900%

International           540    54,870         10000%

Note: The German Bata organization was confiscated in 1937 and
Jan Bata was removed from control and ownership.

Tomas Jan
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Industries in Slovakia

                                   Tomas  Jan
                                                 1932    1940
Bosany ……………………...   120    1,800
SVIT, Batizovce ……………     0      4,500
Bata, Batovany……………...     0      2,600

Industrial
Employment Slovakia               120    8,900

Note: These numbers do not reflect other sales related
employees, suppliers, etc. who worked for Bata. Bata had
roughly 500 shoe stores in Slovakia in 1940.
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World recognition for Bata brands
Bata brand recognized 1st in the world shoes
All other Bata brands ranked 7th in the world

The World is Catching Up by the Daily News Record, “We picked the
Bata name as the seventh best known in the world, and by far the best
known name in shoes. The great organization of Czechoslovakia has a
branch factory in India. We saw the Bata name in shoe stores in more
places than we saw any other shoe name.”
                                                 Harry Riemer, Editor
Source: Fairchild Publications Inc., New York 1936.

SINCE 1935
FatraChemosvit

Tatra Svit
SINCE 1934

SINCE 1935
Kotva
SINCE 1933

Zlinske 
letecke zavody
SINCE 1934

Filmove ateliery
Bata (FAB)
SINCE 1936

MAS
SINCE 1936

New companies and brands introduced by Jan Bata...
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Bata’s global structure

“35 Jan A. Bata,
upon the death of
Thomas Bata in 1932
became the
Chief Executive of the
entire ownership of
which is held through
the Swiss Trust.”



John Nash
batanash@gmail.com

Bata’s holding company structure

Note: This was the ownership structure in the 1940s.

The holding
company
structure of Bata
was designed to
frustrate the
German
occupation and
make it impossible
for the enemy to
gain control.
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Bata Education
Jan:

•The Study Institute, 1936
•The Technical College, 1937
•The Management College, 1938
•The College of Arts, 1939

Tomas:
•The Bata School of Work, 1925

J.A.Bata, President
World Commercial Education, 1936
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Jan Bata completes first successful
business trip around the world, May 1, 1937
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Bata’s German Industry Confiscated, 1937
Jan Bata Arrested by Gestapo 1938

Lewiston Daily sun, Nov. 21. 1938:

Business Week, 
May 17, 1937

The New York Times, Nov. 24. 1938:
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Germans Pressure Forces Jan Bata to
Flee From Czechoslovakia, June 1939

German Foreign Office memorandum of November 8, 1938:

"the preservation of the extraordinarily networked system of Bata affiliates in the
Sudeten-German region is not consistent from an economic-political standpoint
with the principles of National Socialist governance of the economy.  The efforts of
the Reich Commissar are directed to having Bata completely liquidate his affiliates
and transfer them into other hands."

Memorandum for the file, by a Nazi regime official, summarizing
his two-hour discussion with Czechoslovak Minister of Commerce
Sadek on January 30, 1939:

"The struggle against Bata has been one of the central points of the Sudeten-
German Party's political program.  Bata was not only the head representative of
Czech chauvinism and a pioneering fighter for the Czech-ization policy in the
Sudetenland, but also his economic, social and political system has been bitterly
combatted by the Sudeten-German Party as the antithesis of National Socialism...
Under these circumstances it was decided that the complete dissolution of the Bata
shoe organization should be demanded and implemented."

The German Government would in all events not be pleased that Bata is pursuing
intentions that are opposite to the industrial policy of both governments.  If the
Czechoslovak Government does not find the means to stop him, then we would
apply the necessary means.German Freedom of Information Request 2013.
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Bata Support for Czechoslovak
Resistance WWII

Jan A. Bata gives J. Masaryk
U.S. $10,000

Bata fighter plane, the
Zlin XIII designed to defend
Czechoslovakia

“Vavro Srobar confirmed to the National Court that without the
financial support just mentioned [from Bata, about 13 million CZ
Crowns], the preparations for the uprising would not have been possible
as far as they involved the organization of Underground National
Committees [more than 800 resistance committees], and confirmed that
this support was given without reservations or conditions.”
                                 Vavro Srobar, Czechoslovak Minister of Finance

Bata men Batovany
preparing for battle
Slovak National Uprising

Note: Jan A. Bata was the largest financial contributor to the Czechoslovak resistance 
during the Second World War.



John Nash
batanash@gmail.com

U.S. Alien Registration, Czech Patriot

October 30, 1940

When Jan Bata
filled out his alien 
registration card at 
the outset of the war 
after arriving 
in the U.S.A., he 
described his 
occupation to U.S. 
authorities as,
Business, Farming, 
and most importantly
Czech Patriot.


